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Kia ora e te whānau,
Yesterday morning we held our first mihi whakatau at Kahurangi 
School in many years and honestly, it felt very special. 

Before Covid, mihi whakatau were a regular and important part of life at Kahurangi. 
Like many things though, when restrictions and social distancing came in, it 
paused and for various reasons never quite found its way back again. Which is why 
yesterday carried such a strong sense of meaning for us. It really did feel like we were 
reconnecting with something important.

It was moving to see our whole school gathered together outside, led so beautifully by 
our senior tamariki through karanga, waiata and whaikōrero. Our kapa haka leaders 
showed courage and mana standing before everyone in such important roles. Ka mau 
te wehi to each of them. They represented our kura beautifully.

From the kōrero afterwards, many of our new whānau shared how special the 
occasion felt and how powerful it was having their first formal introduction to 
Kahurangi be through the voices, waiata and leadership of our tamariki. I think that 
says a great deal about the kind of kura we are striving to be.

We intentionally kept this first mihi whakatau fairly small and only invited our newer 
whānau. To be honest, we simply wanted to take the first step and successfully re-
establish this important tradition again. After seeing how meaningful the morning was 
though, we would love to open this up more widely to the rest of our whānau in the 
future.

Due to older whānau not being there, we’ve included a few photos later in the 
newsletter to help give a little glimpse into the morning.

My special thanks to Matua Henare, Anika, Brynne, our staff and especially our tamariki 
for the care, practice and pride that went into making the morning what it was.

As everyone gathered afterwards for some kai and conversation, there was a real 
sense of warmth and connection. It felt like Kahurangi.

Ngā mihi nui, 
Kyran Smith, Tumuaki 

Mon 1 June
King’s Birthday           
No school for any of us!

Keep informed
See the full list of key dates 
on the last page.

Learning 
comes alive 
when you’re 
face-to-face 
with otters!

Our juniors 
loved their trip 
to the zoo!



Support Staff Superheroes
Last week we acknowledged the 

important mahi of our support 
staff.

Angela, Sam, Nadine and 
Margaret each play a big part 

in keeping our kura running day 
to day. From supporting tamariki in 

classrooms, helping whānau, 
answering questions, organising 

many things behind the 
scenes and being there when 

needed for random jobs, their 
work makes a real difference 
across our school.

This year we got ChatGPT to reimagine 
them as superheroes which, to be fair, wasn’t 
too far from the truth.

TEAMWORK,  

FAIRPLAY & 

FOOTBALL

What a fantastic day our 
tamariki had at the recent 
football tournament. From 
the first whistle to the 
final game, our tamariki 
represented Kahurangi 
with pride, teamwork and 
awesome fairplay. 

We also want to 
acknowledge that a number 
of children missed out on 
attending. Unfortunately, 
we were only allowed to 
take a maximum number 
of players and we had more 
keen footballers than spaces 
available. If we could have 
taken more tamariki, we 
absolutely would have.

Thank you to the whānau 
who came along to cheer 
from the sidelines and help 
manage teams.

Student Reports Are Changing
As some of you will know, there are big and significant 
changes happening across education in Aotearoa, including 
changes to curriculum, assessment and the way schools 
report progress to whānau.

Here at Kahurangi, we’re currently carefully working through 
these changes, to help shape what our new student reports 
will look like moving forward.

To be honest, there’s still a lot evolving nationally, and 
information is very slow coming and not always there, 
despite the minister of Education saying it is.  

Once the design and format are finalised, our kaiako will 
then begin the big job of writing reports for every tamaiti.

All going well, we’re still hopeful reports will still be sent 
out by the end of the term. One important change we can 
confirm now is that reports will be sent electronically rather 
than printed and sent home.  

Please see the yellow notice on this page to make sure 
you’re set up to receive them once they’re ready.

IMPORTANT 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
for ALL whānau
School reports will be sent through 
the HERO app.

Please:
•	 Download the HERO app
•	 Log in using the same email address you 

receive school emails/newsletters on
•	 If you are not receiving school emails, please 

contact the office so we can update your 
details.

The HERO app also lets you:
•	 Read school newsletters
•	 View school dates and the calendar
•	 Report absences and lateness
•	 Choose notification settings

From Ideas to a Real Book!
Well done to the talented tamariki 
in Waka Pahī Rua, who recently 
became published authors! As 
part of their classroom learning, 
the children worked together to 
create and publish their very own 
book.

Their book has been added to our 
school library as a reference book 
for others to read and enjoy in the 
years ahead. How cool is that?

There’s something pretty powerful about seeing your own 
words, ideas and illustrations turned into a real book. Ka 
mau te wehi, Waka Pahī Rua! We’re incredibly proud of your 
creativity, teamwork and effort.



Moments from our 
Mihi Whakatau

Roaring Good Fun at the Zoo



What’s coming up 
Friday 29 May

Teacher Only Day

No school for the tamariki.

Monday 1 June

King’s Birthday - Public 
Holiday        
No school for anyone!

Tuesday 9 June

Inter-zone Primary School 
Cross Country

Selected students who place 
at the Eastern Zones will 
get a notice with details.  
Postponement Date: 11 
June

Friday 12 June

Wētā Trip         
For the class that learn with 
Claire. 

They were the lucky 
winners of a Movin’March 
Competition.

Details will be sent home 
soon.

and

School Assembly         
Hosted by the class 
that learn with Emma.T                
2:15pm in Broadway

Whānau are always 
welcome!

Friday 3 July

Last day of Term 2

News from the Community

Waka Rimu Toru, the winners of the 
class photo competition 

Quiet Acts of Leadership
Sometimes the small moments tell us 

the most about our tamariki.

Recently, a group of our Year 8 

rangatahi who were at technology at 

Mt Cook School noticed a young child 

from the kura had made it out onto Tory 

Street. They quickly stepped in to help 

keep the child safe and support them 

back towards school staff.

We later received a lovely email from 

Mt Cook School acknowledging the 

calm, caring and responsible way our 

students responded. A special mention 

was made of Laite, who showed 

wonderful kindness and leadership in 

helping the younger child feel safe.

To the students involved, thank you for 

showing such care, maturity and quick 

thinking. You represented Kahurangi 

beautifully.

Year 8 Whānau – Time to Visit Colleges
Whānau of our Year 8 tamariki, many colleges are holding 
open days and information evenings at the moment. We really 
encourage you to connect with the colleges you’re considering 
and find out when these are happening.

You learn so much more by visiting in person, getting a feel for 
the kura and seeing the environment your child may be part 
of next year. It can really help make these important decisions 
feel clearer for both you and your tamaiti.

Wellington High School is holding its Open Evening for 
prospective 2027 students on Monday 8 June. Families can 
tour the kura, hear from the Principal, and learn more about 
programmes on offer. 
 
There is also a dedicated Te Ao Māori session available. 
 
General Open Evening Sessions and School Tours 
https://www.trybooking.com/nz/BDML 

Te Ao Māori Open Evening Session and Tours 
https://www.trybooking.com/nz/BDMM

https://www.trybooking.com/nz/BDML
https://www.trybooking.com/nz/BDMM

